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Proclamation 6932—National
Wildlife Refuge Week, 1996
October 7, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
As we prepare to meet the challenges of

the 21st century, protecting the environment
remains our sacred responsibility. Our Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge System is a network
of special places set aside to conserve the
natural habitat of our fish and wildlife. My
Administration is dedicated to strengthening
this invaluable network of refuges that truly
enhance the lives of all Americans.

President Theodore Roosevelt established
the first National Wildlife Refuge in 1903,
and his vision remains the guiding force for
the Refuge System today: ‘‘. . . keeping for
our children’s children, as a priceless herit-
age, all the delicate beauty of the lesser and
all the burly majesty of the mightier forms
of wild life . . . . Wild beasts and birds are
by right not the property merely of the peo-
ple alive today, but the property of the un-
born generations whose belongings we have
no right to squander.’’

What began 93 years ago with a small is-
land in Florida has grown into a system of
more than 500 refuges spanning all 50 States
and several trust territories. It is home to
resident and migratory wildlife and includes
lands of breathtaking beauty and diversity,
from the tropical mangroves of Florida’s Key
Deer National Wildlife Refuge to the majes-
tic peaks of the Arctic National Wildlife Ref-
uge in Alaska. This mosaic of magnificent
places provides Americans a wide range of
opportunities—both educational and rec-
reational—to learn about our environment
and our country’s heritage, to observe and
photograph, and to hunt and fish. Our na-
tional wildlife refuges are among our most
treasured areas, and we must reaffirm our
commitment to preserving these precious re-
sources for our children, for our commu-
nities, and for future generations. Working
together, we can ensure the health and vital-
ity of our wildlife and our Nation.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,

by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 6
through October 12, 1996, as National Wild-
life Refuge Week. I invite all Americans to
learn about, appreciate, and celebrate this
magnificent collection of lands that we as a
people have set aside for wildlife and for the
enjoyment of future generations. I also ask
all to join me in a renewed commitment to
responsible stewardship of our country’s irre-
placeable natural resources.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventh day of October, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-six, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 9, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 10.

Proclamation 6933—Child Health
Day, 1996
October 7, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The health of our children is part of our

heritage as a Nation, passed from one gen-
eration to the next. It is also our hope for
the future. Our children embody our dreams
and are the vessel through which we seek
an ever deeper understanding of the full
reach of human promise. Their physical,
mental, and social well-being is the fulfill-
ment of that potential.

For previous generations, diseases were a
deadly shadow hovering over every new
birth. Thanks in large part to medical ad-
vances and improved public health practices,
most of today’s children are no longer threat-
ened by these afflictions. Childhood immuni-
zations alone have saved countless American
lives in the past decade, and today we are
increasing our efforts to identify and immu-
nize children who need this protection.
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Since we now have the knowledge and re-
sources to protect our children from many
childhood diseases—including diphtheria,
pertussis, poliomyelitis, measles, mumps, and
rubella—we have the obligation to reach out
to our population and do so. Immunization
is a cost-effective, commonsense means of
fighting disease, and States wisely require
immunizations for schoolchildren and for
children attending child care centers. I
signed the Comprehensive Childhood Im-
munization Initiative so that children will re-
ceive the vaccinations they need. The initia-
tive makes vaccines affordable for families
and improves immunization outreach, with
the goal that 90 percent of all two-year-olds
should be fully vaccinated by the year 2000.

However, even if we achieve complete im-
munization of all American children, our
youth today face another potential threat
every bit as dangerous as disease—the devas-
tation of violence. Children are becoming
more frequent victims, and violence among
children is increasing as they emulate the vio-
lence in their environment. Each year the
tragic effects can be seen in the lives of mil-
lions of children. It can be observed among
those who are neglected or abused, of whom
more than 1,000 die each year. It can be
found especially in the lives of those who wit-
ness violence against a parent—and who
themselves face a significant chance of be-
coming victims of that same brutality.

As a Nation, we must continue our com-
mitment to eliminating violence and to
strengthening children and families. To that
end, we have launched initiatives to encour-
age the use of school uniforms, the adoption
of curfews, and the intensification of anti-
truancy programs. And we have also ex-
panded the drug-free school program to in-
clude anti-crime efforts as well, enhancing
the overall safety of our schools.

America’s future rests with healthy chil-
dren and strong families. All across this
land—within our homes and health care set-
tings; our churches and communities; our
schools and child care centers; our legisla-
tures and halls of justice; our factories, shops,
and offices—we are all charged with the re-
sponsibility to safeguard our legacy by pro-
tecting and nurturing the bodies, minds, and
spirits of our children.

To emphasize the significance of fostering
children’s healthy development, the Con-
gress, by joint resolution approved May 18,
1928, as amended (36 U.S.C. 143), has called
for the designation of the first Monday in
October as ‘‘Child Health Day’’ and has re-
quested the President to issue a proclamation
in observance of this day.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim Monday, October 7,
1996, as Child Health Day. On that day and
every day throughout the year, I urge all
Americans to renew and deepen their com-
mitment to protecting our most precious nat-
ural resource—our children.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventh day of October, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-six, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and
twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11 a.m., October 9, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 10.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Naval Petroleum Reserves
Production
October 7, 1996

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
In accordance with section 201(3) of the

Naval Petroleum Reserves Production Act of
1976 (10 U.S.C. 7422(c)(2)), I am informing
you of my decision to extend the period of
production of the naval petroleum reserves
for a period of 3 years from April 5, 1997,
the expiration date of the currently author-
ized period of production.

Attached is a copy of the report investigat-
ing the necessity of continued production of
the reserves as required by section
201(3)(c)(2)(B) of the Naval Petroleum Re-
serves Production Act of 1976. In light of
the findings contained in that report, I certify
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